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Oil Myths.. Fact or Fiction.

I will take on a few of the most popular 
here. 

1. I have to run Harley Oil or my warranty 
is voided.  - FALSE.  If a manufacture re-
quires you to only use their product, for 
a warranty to be valid, they must provide 
the product for free, it is the law. (Refer 
to the Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act ). 
 
2. Synthetic oils last longer - True - Syn-
thetic oils will easily go 5K miles as they 

are based on  man made molecules and do not break down under heat as 
quick as a dyno oil.

3. Synthetic oil make my bike run cooler - true but only a few degrees. Syn-
thetic oil does provide some heat beneý ts but in our test we do not see the 
15 to 20 degree variance some manufacturers claim. 

4. I only ride 5k or 6k miles a year so I only have to change my syn  oil once 
a year - FALSE.  Oil is a chemical and changes over time especially with the 
Arizona dust, heat and condensation from temperature changes. Oil should 
be replaced every 6 months irregardless of the miles.

5. Once I go syn I can never go back - FALSE -  You can switch back when 
you do a full oil service.  In a pinch you can also add a motorcycle oil (see 2 
above) to  get you home.

6. The more expensive the oil the better  - FALSE   If you are using a good 
motorcycle oil you will have years of engine life. If running $12 a quart oil 
make you feel better than do it but it is not better just because it is more 
expensive. 
Want more information?... Stop by Bikers Bay and lets discuss oils. 

7. Motorcycle oils are high priced automotive oils - FALSE.  Most Automotive 
oils use energy conserving additives (API  SM) motorcycle oils do not. API SM 
oils will create problems in many bikes. Use oils with a JASO MA for bikes with 
shared engine and clutch oil or API CI-4 rated oil engine oil..

Ride Safe 
Tim Brewer - Bikers Bay


