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Proper Tire Pressure
Did you ever wonder why your buddy 
can get 12000 miles out of his rear tire 
and you only get 8000 miles? Neither 

of you do burn outs or ride hard. You both even have the same bike.   
The answer might be easier than you think.

Correct tire infl ation pressure has a huge impact on tire wear. Tire 
selection also can play a big role. Like your car, motorcycle tires are load 
rated by the manufacturer. Too low of a load rating can cause serious 
issues with the handling of your bike.

The correct infl ation pressure will not only increase the life of your tires, 
but will increase your fuel mileage. A tire low on air can cause wobbles, 
sluggish handling and other issues you might be surprised by. The 
correct infl ation pressure can be found in your owners manual. You also 
do not want to over infl ate your tires. There is a max psi specifi ed on the 
sidewall of the tire. Over infl ated tires can blow out.

The tread depth should also be checked at regular intervals. Either stop 
by your local dealer or buy a depth gage and check the depth yourself. 
Most tires have a wear bar that run horizontally across the tread. If 
these bars become visible, only 1/32” of tread is left. Replace the tire 
immediately. While performing these simple checks inspect your tires for 
cracks, cuts and bulges that are signs of replacement. Your tires should 
be replaced before any of these issues are reached.

Remember that tires are a critical component of your motorcycle. There 
are only two tires on your bike and four on your car. When in doubt stop 
by your dealer and have them check them for you.
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